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ViORLD , 

\ie con cluded Vol ume 3 a t t he clo se of April , 
a nd we no t ed t ha t s t a t es which a re confronted 
with their i mpot ence in the f a ce of t he v:iirus 
will a tt:empt tcJ show their force not only by 
resorting· to measures for seeding confusion or 
wr esting- control, bu-t also by a ttempt i ng· to 
a rFest anyth±ng else which can restore t he ir 
specta cl e of authority. It is Augus t 1, and 
though these t exts a re gat he r ed from May arrd 
early June; t hat i s both before and jt.rs t aft-er 
the a rrest and murder of Georg e Floyd , t hey , 
a nd all t he preceding volume s have been a ttcempt 
-ing to delve unwork the ~ efforts to t h i nk 
isola t e t he virus outside t-he mass s cales 
appar a tuses bodi es of violence which continue 
to cu t intD, judge, condemn , make disposa ble 
one life, multi_le forms of ltfe , for one deemed 
h i ghe r . These ro cesses destroy di spl a ce murde r 
cormnuni t i es , pe oples , life- worlds , habits and 
h ab ita ts , 11vays of knowi ng and rela ting to ea rth . 
Li fe on ea rth ha s b ecome Georg e Floyd and to 
defend their pro p erty and curren ci es, t h ey a re 
rea dy to systema tica l l y and me chan i stica lly 
surv eil , police, suffo ca t e any life which will 
not qua l ify , ma tter a ccording to t he t erms and 
pre- conditions they op er a te wi t hin and de t ermine . 
Exiting the forced complicities with such sta tes 
of structH~rf ins tituted viol ence cannot be dDne 
within t hoseAterms . I f t he virus and lVIr . Floyd 
draw our a tt ention to brea t h , to a ir , to wind , 
to currents , respi r a tion , inspi r a tion , common 
premises conditions of li vin0 , i :f t ewe stri k e, t hen 
we conspi re for tha t brea th with tha t breath the 
police try to a rrest , own , di rect i n t o their 
ca rc er a l corpora tized respi r a tors . Bill i ons a re 

coerced pai d to brea the life i n t o other wi se dead and 
dea th bea ring pro duc i ng in- st itut ion s in-corE~rat 
To abolish them calls f or t he restitut ion of oa~s 
brea th outs i de , conspiring to brea·t he l ile i n to 
worlds of our own unlmaki ng . Behind G-eorg e stands 
a forest , ins i d e the forest· billions of l i ves amd 
stories , healths , beyond it mounta ins stones snow 
beside it, h i m, i nvis i bl e lives, - a sts , fu tures, 

a-ho s t s l1).?. 1hers , sisters~ gro th~rs t. a ncestors, human ,. 
b-rrfend s.i: rtl!iilm~n 1 t§@y-bln frn tj-a 'e g~!r-± es~ BR£6 ~a~¥8ri~ , gr;er~~e~ · 
nun'lh-e r snath , ~~20 , a virus , a t est, 68 3k-illed- by- negl ect 
so i '8vr , by pol icey , shi ps , a r ms , l abs , extra ctions , va lue 

_rufess , job~ t o quit, ¥-r;-.JtV~rk to be done , olicey abol,i§i}T 
. n -lons Qur common bfeath" to feel heal recla i m which lS" - · 

uhe brea th o_ al~ o!· ea rth ' s crea tures . -1-
life 



Dear Virus , 
As ea ch da- passes and the textures of feeling which 
eme r ge , ca l l in f or an up- rising of all tha t has f or 
t ·oo long been r el egated to a notion of h i s tory which 
deni es it as presence , a s constit~tive of what - we call 
' the present ' ; history _s presence; a s t he living and 
embodi ed re lati on t o ever y thing that has exi s~ed b~
us and exists before us, in front of us , as what ore 
confronts us . The h i s tory tha t they vvould give to us 
is r a ther a s a front , a front for oblivion , a marker 
of what ha s passed a s oppo·sed to what pa sses , ccnt i nue ::: 
to- pas s , is allowed t o pass , a s benign, a s no:mnal, a s 
innocent· and i nnoc ence, a white colo r less h i s tury , as 
an aff.ron t and era sure of all t hat colors and give s 
meanings- t0 l i fe , possibilities , potent i a l i tjjes of 
senses· to forms to pas sage s to~ l i fe . History as what 
irrupts, initerJ:?Upts ithe i nter:rrup tion 0f t he fron~ and 
a ffront of oblivious h i story, rupture', eruption, of 
presen ce of all that~ the i nstituted fronts of h i st0ry, 
of d i s colored h i s tory try to occl u de, try tu pass as 
past , which for u s i n t he Saciety has n ever sto ppe d t0 
pass , it ke ep s · passing , pas s ing us by , 0ver us , thro~~ 
u s , ma king i rrc i s ioRs , encls;sures , fortifica tions , 
va ccina tions , i mmuniza t ions , pro cedures, i mpl ants, i m
pl anta tions, implementa t ions of i mpro priety to whaV. 
i s a l ways a lrea diy ours because it i s common , an under
common which cannot be shared since the sharing is 
it self t he condi tiorn of existing , of l ife , how ca n 
life be sha red if life i t ·self i s the experie:r.rce t h8' 
protra cted under-goi ng of' sharing? 
i nf i n i t-e/ You ha ve brought- u s ba ck to thi s sha r i ng 
hi ch precedes any divi sion, any pro priety property . 

It shake s the found~ng of a h i s tory tha t would be t h e 
era sure and normal i za tian of thi s vio lent- i mpos i t ion , 
i mpl ant a t io_n , :Lnst-±tuti~J::r-al-± zat·ion o·f whaireveT would 
j'Ltst i fy the fo:.r gett±ngLand y es reverence for/ thi s co 
which unde rwri tes any exi s ting-:.. Co - a s a profound 
c0.rr- found:bng of any fou_nding of be- l ong:bng· of be-ing 
be -comi ng b-e-fore it, co- uns:ettling any settlement 
of t he settl e r i nstitutor , unfi xi n g t he fix-in of 
systems f i xed rigged c·orrupt, which you( dear Virus , ). 
ab ruptl y di srupt with your i nsi sti ng t l'iat existi ng i s 
co - with int er trans preceding any being or be comi ng. 
Instaur i ng beyond any restoring r enewing reclai ming 
a passage way t owar d thi s with-inter- trans-exi sti ng 
hefore pre - conch tions excormnunica ting us a ll from thE 
ca- af lif e , a life i n as co mmon , the co - of common , 
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d i s closing the closing , d isenclosing the enclos ing of 
this cey- i l'1~ a belongi ng which exc·ludes and o ccludes 
what a lready belongs before a nd under a ny belonging 
because it s history is not a past to long fo r ,long· to 
belo n.9" to-, but a histo-ry a s p resent·., o p en , indeterm~lij-~
rup turing, exposin g the different forms of violenc e .e 
enshrined , esta blished , settled a s un~uestionable , l aws 
institutions which neve r stop passing judgments a nd 
forcing life to pasB as ••• a bid e by •. • a cc ording to 
the d i saccorded distorted terms d etermined on the very 
site of the wounds, abr a sions, r ape s, lynchi ngs , which 
t he untouchable l aw of a fixed past a ffixes affronts 
a cts as the s anit i zed whit ewa shed front for, a nd more 
tha n p ro p erty even , what the police gua rd a nd se rve is 
the unquest iona b i lity of thi ~ settlemen~ of thi s h i st
as wh a t h a s alread~ been settled , ord ered , commanded~ry 
constituted, i nstitu ted and mus t n ow be policed ; i n 
this way they police t he wound s so tha t they c a n ne ver 
hea l , their halls of jus tice , their wards of c a re a nd 
hosp i ·t a l-i t y , their shri nes of knowledge buil t s: u pon 
our buria l g rounds , on inju-stice, on i gnora nce , on 
separ a t i on, on cut s , incisions, imposit ions a nd 
submissions, orde ring a ll to join the conspira tion of 
world as suf foc a tion of worlds . 
Forg ive us for a llowing ourselves to run with t he words 

a s we search to find in t heir cra cks a nd pre - fixes, the 
me a ns, our me a ns to d i s turb d i srupt t hese orde rs we ' ve 
been g iven, a t t he mercy of vi s ions , i ma es, me t aphors, 
vocabul a ries which a re obso l e t e ; we can no longe r bear 
c a rry support t hem , s e rve t h em, be a t their mercy, o r 
a s a fr i end of the Society on ce s a i d , vve try t -o libera t 
ourselv es f r om a voca bula ry t hat cannot bear the we i ght 
of rea lity , our history, tha t i s , our f ull present and 
our d reams 1 t he l angua ges o f our d re ami ng, ou r 1JVorlds , 
unf i x i ng , d e - stituting our way , l eaving i n our wake 
passages of fo r respira tion i nspira tion i nstaura tion 
f or t hat common wind rus h of a ir brea th wh ich will blow 
the whole house of c a r d s c amp s forts settlements pris£~ 
a to p our burns cuts wound s apart, sta t ue s s t a tutes 
a v eri table i n frastructure of history a s a fro nt affro~ 
to hi s tory, of history as settl ement ensla v ement en- -
clo sure i nstitution a s o ppo sed to history a s d isru tion 
d ise sta bl i shment-- a s t he o p en pas s a e to ac c ess i ng re 
l a ting to a comm.on life a n d life in common , sta rt i n g 
f rom our surroundi n g s which h a v e a l ways been vYhat un-
set tles a n d j1;1-st ifi e~ their justice as settlemen t a s 
colo~~ commun1ty a s 1~nunity as i mpossibility as des
truc"tlon of what surrounds , engulfs envelopes, of lif e 
i n common, in-appropri able, insurg ent , contagious, vira l 

- 3-



ea r Virus , 
t e h a ve been told tha t the first sentence i n a letter 
determines it s destination beyond even its a ddressee . 
But what i s t h i s beyond we seek ? 
Is i t a pl a ce? A time? A rela tion? A wa y of existing ? 
Living? I nha bit i n g ? Be ing? Becoming1 
Is it bey ond the so -ca lled living/dea d , huma n/:Lnhuma n . 
e a rthly/cosmic-, a nima te/inani ma t ·e , a n d tha t: line wh:iic} 
separ a tes s e emi ngly the p recious d eta ils of eve r yda y 
life, t h e g rea t mas s of even ts n a rra te d a s history , 
the va st infin ite which l a nguage is i n capable of 
h old i ng? ----------How to prolong a nd sus p en d this un
determine d and i nde te rmi nate address to w·hich ou r le 
tters a re s ent?---Wh do our l e t t e rs a l ways h a ve to 
re a ch some one i n pa rticu l a r , with an ori enta tion , a 
purpose, a message, a meani ng , a pre - d etermi n ed sen se 
in writing? -------Esp e cia lly to you, d e a r virus , s ince 
a ccording to ' g oo d s ense ' you a re t h e furthest a way an~ 
the l a st ( lea st a ble) to h e a r . 
Bu t we a s k ourselve s~ who rec e ives or i s capab l e of 
r e c e iving t h i s letter besi de uou , whom we addr e s s 
without e v e r kn ovvi n g whe t h er our word s will r each you'. 
And what a re vvords anyway , what do they hold , convey , 
a s s a y , ess ay , test, weigh? What a re word s f o r , if not, 
to t ry to g r a s p or t ouch, conside r, s a wha t , s pe a k 
what, to ~ hat cannot be sai d or spok en t o, b efore t he 
wo rds ~ wh ich must t hen c ome? Yfo r d - l e ss , world-le s s , 
wo r k -le s s , wo rth-l r;ss , s ense-less, we a r e a t t he lim
i t of our sense, but what s ens e i n writing if not t o TI 

mak e and u nma ke sen se a t the limit of our resp e ctive 
communicabilities? rrll.a.t vve who c ompose t h is letter an~ 
t h i s oci e t y of Fri ends r efus e to l e t · l anguage f a ll 

u::pon a - - fl a t - - p l a ne , whe r e it s sense , t he sense o f wo r d : 
c a n only a rrive by way o f v e rif i ca tion , agr e ement, 

d issent , j u dgment of t h e i r b e i n g t rue o r no t ..fl..l:W... 

hat we s t ruggl e to b rinP" f o r t h a 
s ense of word s and engagemen t wi th t h em to go t oward t h E 
limits of t he v e r y maste r y the~l h a v e signi fied f o r t h e 

' huma n ' ent e r pri se i s part of what we fee l ca l l ed by 
you t o d o , undo . How to shake our l a nguage ou t: o f 

How "EGr go be .. end i ts compl a c en cy-ie s c on pli c i t i es , 
The Vord a s cow~and ( ment ), a s cu r rency c ommo dity , 

a s true/fa lse? 
It is i n these letters to y ou tha t we sea rch wi th words 
for a rela tion, a rappo-rt with you' tha t i s not the one' 
;pre- esta blidshed _, pre- d etermined , pre- pa red nor does i t: r1a ve a pre- estlned end 

:function other tha n the overcoming 
of the severed, i ·npa ired l i nes, l a n guages, of conta ct 
to you , tG one another, to our selves. 
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o in writing to ro , we search also for ourselves, 
and i n dr awing closer to you , t he further we a re from 
t hose selves and senses of life we a r e be i ng ca lled 
to'return ' to . 
The irrepressibl e er r of the colon i a l wo r ld word wound 
its manifes t dest i n i es , ages of r eason-ings, its 
enlight enments l eadi ng to t he Two Great Fa iths of t he 
so-called Mode rns : The Provident i al Machine of Eco nomy 

The Evidentia l Mach i ne of Scienc e 
( One t u r ning l anguage i n tcr £¥$ ) 
( Two tur ning l anguage i n to Yes No )( 0 , 1 ) 

Both o-f t hese regi mes turning l angua ge i nto s omething 
i ndi s c ernible from numbers , from commc-mds . 
We have been told that i n the Begin,_"li n ( a rche , ori i n 
command ) of thi s tradi tion, was the word of t h e uni Q_ue 
God . In the End , with the Death of God, t he wo rd had 
become Data an ope r a tion a function to verify f alsify 
fact -check replica te do ctor measure co pyright paten t
trade - mark brand own sell cite prove follow like , 
no l ess transcendent, no less commandi ng the content
conduct of rela tion to life and what i s called re ality 
They gav e u s lo gic, a ccounts , re a sons , motive s, roof::: 
probabilities , l aws, pro pertie s , prosperities , 
povertie s , di scri mina t ions, incrimi nations, blackness , 
whiteness , authority powe r violence i n abstraction and 
ascription, qualities , s t andings , clas s-ifications ,c~d 

r a cia liza tions , superiorities, i nf eriorities . Two - ::: 
domi nant reg i mes , rela tions to_L A N G U A G' E_jvh ich 
a re ver y f a r from our Socie t y ' s uses)which ccrntinue 
to conjure materia lisms rea lisms t aking abducting us 
aliena ting us from t h e matters of our common condition 
of a life a s a weaving conjoining r eceiving meaning 
a ffirming in subsisting existing ins i s ting i n common, 
on a life in common . Wha t to do when every word is 
subject to these ope r a tions pro gr amming quant ifica tign 
ca lcula tions, every word an economic s pe cmla tion , be~ : 

wager , thrus t i nto a ma rketpl a ce of i deas , compe t ,i ng 
fo r vi ews , vi si t s , cl icks , sha r es , mi s - dis- over-
in- formations f a cts counter- f a cts, author-ities names 
f a ces , f a cialities - all held to ge ther on t hrough ~ a 

a violently i mposed matrix of lies , foundi ng myths , 
murderous crimes which can only be justified by 
continuing to per petra te t hem an d coercing forcing 
all to comply assu~e live their truths a ccording to 
these sta te s of l y i ng , fl a ttening l anguage r:md our 
search vi th \Yards f or :=mot_ er v ay of r er>J:;hin_s t o11. c ~1 -= : 2 
rela ting; but they keen re ch ing the · r two r eat fa~1 
and we , you with us, i n our respective di spl a cement s ~ 
search for nR1V\~ habit s and habita ts tad e_scaoe this 
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to t a li t 8 ria n d rive t o r educe our vvorlds i n to on e relent 
-les s path t oward t he separ a tion and d i spla cement of 
every fo r m of life from i ts means of subsisting i n it s 
ovm t erms a n d t ermi no lo i es t -e rritorie s r ela tionali ti es 
The same totalita ria n d rive to reduce earth and its 
multiplicity of creatures to objects of it s forms of 
knowi ng and owni ngha s f irs t to t ake pl a ce a t t he l evel 
of l anguage • . And fo r t h i s , our r elation to you , 3rour 
meani ng to us and thi s p roce ss of se a rchi n g rea chi ng 
for y ou i n , with words i s not redu c i b l e to a gesture , 
to shock , d i sturb , p rovok e those who c a l l y ou their 
enemjr, t hose who want to f i x y our meani ng a nd restrict 
t he s cope of what you commu..nica t e c a n communi c a te to 
t hose of us who may be moved to he a r, feel, a ttune to 
y our c a ll to s trike, to a ttend to the untena b ility Gf 
t hese severin g s of life from life which h a s been one 
of the g re a t p r o c edur es of t h i s Mo dern ent erprise, 
t h i s mos t ' r ef i ned ' of a nthro polo gica l machines which 
i s capable of unsp e akab l e f ofims of violence a~ainst 
whateve r whicheve r life it do~~ not recogniz~ a s part: 
of it s re g i me, appar a tus of reproducing it s forms of 
huma n ity and inhuma n ity . How to h a lt it when its drive 
t od.--,y s t ret che s f a r be;y ond the confine s of its f ormer 
coloni e s a nd colon i zed , Vi hen i t ·s f l a t teni ng p rocedures 
h a v e become the lingua fra n ca , it s s ci ences e p i s t emocid 
it s e co nomies g enoci d es? Some f ri ends of t he Soci e t y -e 
on c e s poke a bout t he commo difica tion of l anguage , of 
rela tions , a nd t hey n amed tha t society of t he s pecta cle 
t h a t g rea t colon i z e r disa rticula tor of ' t he usB of tim~ 
p rosp e ctors of a n irreversi ble time , pro gressively 
d estru ctive, oblivious oblite r a ting time and t he many 
v e rna cula r traditions of tra nsmi ss ion of h anding -ove r 
stories customs uses appro a ches i mage s me t apho rs w~ys 
of i nha b iting of _ a l s o find i n g a way with wo r d s which 
could conta ct what eludes t h em, wh a t they c a nnot master 
appro pri a te de termi ne def i ne d e f initively, own a nd ovvrr 
up to, a ss i gn , name , what they ma y i n tima te but- not 
be c ome intimat e with, t h a t is, with wh a t r e fuses 
a n d rema i ns irre ducible to a l a ngu g e of lo gic and the 
the lo g i s tica li t y vvhi ch i s a l way s just a r ound it s 
corner , with what d ep rives priva tion , a sun~ing u p , 
a - counting u p , with what is on t h e threshold of t he 
living a n d d;yi ng of invok i ng ch ant i ng char mi ng hea ling: 
enca nta tions revoca tions uns ayi n g eve r y s ayab l e, e·rra nij 
a - s i 0 n i f y ing lines convok i ng mendi n g meani ng a s a 
wandering a nd won dering h ow to enla r g e o p en a zone of 
conta ct tha t goe-s b ey ond ins trumen t a lity , fe a r, risk , 
mal ady , illness ( a s misfortvn~ , t h rea t, WHich you h a v e 
b een fixed to me a n a nd rep re sent . 
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Are we searching for you , f or words , for a l anguage, 
an experience of l angua ge which could eva de elude 

• IN Tf./t 

a vold t he trap s set out •• • by who , by l anguage itself 
'E11~!.~ the Societies of Control, ~ the Society of Specj!Ig 
~ the Societ-y of the Enemies of the Virus, a re they 
all tha t diff e r ent? We ha ve f amiliarized ourselves wi~ 
their llit er a ture and the unea se you cause for them i s 
not the di s-ea se t hey would like to affiE onto you . 
For months now, they ha ve scrambled in every dire c·tion 
to cover you, determine and t ermina te your contagion 
to s trike a t a l l t he l evels whe re life is to da y under 
a tta ck . They pr omise t ests which only a tt:est to their 
f a ith in endl e ss va lidation andverifica tion, not able 
to not·e or t ake-in that their entire appar a tus of 
truth procedures ha ve force d you out of your h t:tb i t a t 
your thousands of years of aboding refuging inside the 
bodi es of ba ts, of ca ves, hill~ , forests di s turbed, 
deteriora ted, destroyed, did, you e sca pe from capture 
ins i de their l a bora tories of inve~tigation , or a re yow 
a refugee who searches lik e many of us in the , Society 
for a n ew environment to call home s i nce whatever t hat 
was ha s been t aken fro m u's ~ Keeping in mind tha t t h e 
word name virus which t ·hey use to designate you, i s 
a ssocia t ed with t he word venom, thus t he snake , we a re 
reminded of tra ditions passed down to u s b~r fri ends, 
who would a l ways reserve a portion of whatever l and 
or territory in their u s e , fo r snakes, no one would 
b e a llowed to ev en walk or~re spass ~ the re out of a 
profound respect f or it s pl a ce, belonging i n a wi der 
me shvvo rk of i nter- trans-being- be comi ng-, i n such tradi
tions t he appear anc e of a snake would then be a s i gn 
of good tidings , auspicious and villagers would jourge 
f rom gr ea t d i s t an c es to celebra te t h i s event·. It is Y 
not our int ention to, a s we ha v e v ritten b efore , to 
deify you , but thi s d4mi n ished rela tion to our common 
b eing in t h i s wi de r cons tella tion of rela tions worlds , 
hovv to re cove r struggle fo r t his which i s what ~rou 
prompt i nstaur us to do here i n a ttempting to sea rch 
fo r you on our own t erms . Wha t do t hey offe r? Va ccin es 
genetica lly modi fied engi nee r ed expedited r ushed over 
l e t hal legal hurdl es hurried l u cra tively r ed t ape 
compet itive finish lined a ligned with f i na nc ed pharma
c euticals poi soners of ea rth and bodies fixa t ed on a 
chemi cal , a l ways profitabl e bankabl e so l ut ion outcome . 
They pr omis e i mmunity , but how to be i mmune t o t he 
structu r ed ne gl ect, the r a cism, the cla ss i ne qualities 
t he viol ence of t he ir pro ductivism and gendering en-
gendering a r mies of inV'...:tlner<?~bil i t y vvho will r ule over 
ever t h ing an d everyone until • • • t hey will be stop- e< 
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Ve would like to sugge st t hA-t ev ery time your name is 
i nvoked , rathe r t han a ccepting t he terrns of t he Societ~ 
of Polic e , Di sc i pline , Economy , Domi nion over Earth,of 
'iVh i t e Su remacy , Colon i ali ty , of P tria chal Authority 
and Authorita riani sm , of Anthropo centered a nd Biocidal 
Pos itivi s t and Capita list Cla ssist - St at i st Modern t hat 
i s ' Pro r essivist ' Productivist Developed Liber a l Open 

"as long as life will be de t ermined a ssimila t ed into 
our t ermsn Commodity Pro perty Money Hi er a rchy ' Stra i ght :' 
Specta cle Control Democr a tic-ly Despotic Enemi es oft1:e 
Virus , r a the r than a cc epting t heir meaning s - wh9the r 
a s mal dy , death or ri sk of dea t h , what i f we· try and 
rela te to you a s a lo st r elative who ha s been forced 
out of it s lifeworld t h rough violen t proc e sses of 
ha bita ts destruction agro i ndust ry defores t a tion ••• 
a vira l re f u ge e whose a rriva l only s i gnals other mass 
mi gr a tions of life f orms vvhose wo rlds a r e a lso under 
a tt a ck , gl a cial life, t undr a life , avian life , ins ect 
life , ba ct eria l life , sea life , river life , wind life , 
how to a ct with yau to understand undergo what ; you 
s i gn meBn sign al wink prompt, and how can this turn 
a t t he signal happen i f we encounter you i n the terms 
of t he nemi es who sees us but - we don ' t see i tr, since 
it is but an iron mask to an i dea, a vva~r of rela ting 
living predicting pr e - empt i ng preventing an.,rthi ng to 
live beyond its needs purpo s es ends r i ght s rules t erms 
l anguage life a s £$¥, o, 1, yes , n0, true, f a lse , !a~ 
order, obey , submit to survive . They suggest re formsn 
resting with i n t hei r vi s ion a nd supervis ion and i n 
t h is light~ change is superfi cia l ornamenta tion adorn
ment pe r pe tua tion of their reign of war and enemical 
rela tionality to one anothe r and ea rthly exi s tence , 
t h e iron masks which continues to deva sta t e an d abstEa 
life i n to pos tula tes theorems ca l cul a tions co s ts and ~ 
benefits , thi s i s the onl y mask vv e should be concern ed 
with , sinc e whomever ha s dawned it wo r n it ev en 
pro duced r evolutions weari ng it ha s only mana ged to 
join t he crimes against inhumanity i n the name of' 
humanity, a l ways gr ea ter, more right , more jus t, more 
des erving , worthy, chosen , promi sed , an~ in the name 
of thi s more developed r a ce species ever y t h i ng could 
b e an instrument , a means to t he promi s ed l and , butr 
as we loo k a round us ,the ir pr omi s es hav e only lea d to 
grea t e r betr ayals, and more i mportantly t heir promi ses 
vvere built on deny ing oblitera ting possessing ovvning: 
whe t he r ·collectively or i ndivi du a lly what a re the · 
corrnnon premi s es of all ea rthly exi stence , tha t Iiis , 
the _in~.p~ro p~iable , l~fe , langu~ge, eart h , co smo s , 
a n 1nf1n1 te o.an c e of 1n t er - symb1o - trans-becomings . 
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I smell the fire 
Columbus iB hell burning_ 

Jesus silently watching 
ITod by his s i de smiling 
The Holy Ghost gathering 
some more wo o d* 
for the devil nee d s help 

Every bel i ever with h i s belief 
will be g reeted a ccordingly 

Vengeance wi ll mee t the l a st man 
Let them h a ve their freedo m of speech 
a s h a te s p eech come ba ck to them 
Ro a ring so a ring b r eaking l anguage up 
Into ca t egori es into patri a rchies into h i era rchies 

I am writing · 
Go d is dicta t i ng 

Every thing · they say 
Ev e r ything they do 
In my name 

Do not believe them 
Do not be them 
I am myself protesting 
As a result endi ng 
1 'Iy reign on e a rth passing 
Humans dlf not deserve me 
Humans do not understand me 

I am h a ve been beyond comprehension 
I am h a ve been beyond mystm£ica tiorr 
I h a v e n ot crea t ed earth 
I have done nothing 

I am langv.age it self s p eaki ng 
ma n hom man hom 
l an l an 

Order in order to dominate 
Divine :: Wh i te ? right· 
One God One f a the r One lea der 

How many g enocides in my n ame 

How much gold l ands d i a lectics sla ves 
How much r a tiona liza tion in your justifica tion 
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How h ospita lity a mi sta ke 
You t a ke you t a ke you t ake 
cut hea ds cut h a nds cut e a rs 
money money money· a n d Gold 

A mani fest de st i ny of t . . · mons rosl"GY 
A cho sen p eo ple gf 1~ rue v;;r 

To day a s before i n h i stoJ?y a s toda y 
Columbus is but one 
Wh o bla s phemed 
In my n ame 
who lie o. 
who pl und ered 
wh o r ape d 
wh o s a iledt . 1 o preva l 

The fool who built 
This house America on s a nd 
The r a in, t he floods , t he winds 
When they c ame 
It fell with a g reat cra sh 

the s a.me 

* from the shi pwreck 
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Tb t he Friends to Come , 

The mean i ngf ulness of an thing , e s ecially of things 
wriitt-en, which try to be present, bear, endure , resp
ond to a time and what i t brings reveal themselves i n 
the after- mat h of the event/s they t~r to thi nk with 
and through . Our So ciety has had t he i ntwition tha t 
this vi s i t e,t ion and call t-o standstill by a virus is 
full of p0'·t ency , beyond the t -erms and confines of how 
states , go vernment s , and their office- rs , servants , 
followers, bel i evers in their Economi es , scri pt-ures , 
co venants , report - ers, messengers wi ll a ttemp t t-o fix 
i ts meaning . And i n the mi ds t of revolts and daily 
mob i l i zations of bodies on the str eets of cities all 
a cross our pl anet we moment a rily glim se hatever 
feelings , wo rds, sense we have been tryi ng to make 
under the protection affection of the virus . 
The character of any movement i s t hat it moves and i n 
thi s Wa"Jr , there a re no guar antees tha t it will go a s 
any of the Friends of the Virus or Black Li fe , i n 
other words Life itself, Earthly Exi s t ence , t he Opem
Ended Becomi ng of Worlds , wish , struggle, de sire for 
it to go .'Where is t hat pl a ce? '' Is it a pl a ce, a way 
of living , rela ting?' ' I s it a time which would bri ng 
to di sorder the ch r ono logica l linea r cause eff e ct
ba ckward forward pro gr ess marching orders we ' ve been 
given , sold , forced to f ollow? ' Certa inly, we have 
begun these wr itings a s an a ttempt to outline i n our 
own modest way s where , when, how , what is to be undone 
And it has been the position of our So ciet07" t hat iir i:s 
precisely a t · the lin-5·~which has i n diff'erent- epochs of 
t he human enter prise, a¥avm , over and over again, 
s pl it t i ng life from itself , na ture, culture , ani mal , 
human , a lien, citi zen , sla ve, master, woman , man , 
b l a ck , white, colorful, colorless, object , sub ject , 
virus , u-s : it is on this line tha t we ha ve dwelled 
and think and try t o r e construct de construc t our 
troubled and troubling r elat ions to one anothe r and 
earth . And certa inly the fixing and generali zi ng ofi 
g~obalizing of t his dividing line has been vio l ently 
i nst· in the age of so -ca lled ' witch- hunts ' and 

ltut ed ' di s covery ' , t he colonies, the pl anta tions , 
t he moderns, the ca lcula tions , the reason/~ 
the Capita l, of pro duction a s destruction , 
off mass gene r a tion and a ccumula tion of 
death and wast i ng l ayi ng wast e a s weal t h . 

And it is in these shadows tha t another sense of what 
where a movement affi rming· i nsisting t h e on the matt-er
i ng of bl a ck life, precisely i n this moment , gains its 

.reecr 
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ful l sense and legibility . Bla ck l i fe is not one 
among other ' live s ' which woul d need to be respe cted 
afforded, g iven the s ame -' right _s' a s others; since-
by those standar ds, we ' ve a lrea dy been gr anted those 
( ev en if they continue to be tra~pled u pon). Bl a ck 
life is not an i dentity , a specie s , a r a ce, a ca tegory 
among others to be finally gr anted t h e same privileges 
of t ho se who have ca rri ed on a ne a r 500 year crime 
spree of ob jectify i ng priva ti zi ng pl underi ng the 
common premise s of exi s t ence , of not only se par a ting· 
life fro m it s elf but a lso i nstituting i t, this cut:, 
t h is supremacy o£ one life qua lified , over an otheF, 
unqualifi ed , di squalifi ed , refused, -denied acc ess~ 
sub ject- ho od . Bl a ck life is what escapes and has al
ways escaped t h e t erms. by which l ife has been det erm
i ned ; it i s all t he life which has and continues to 
r efuse t ha t cutting- off of life from lif e from death . 
For the Society of t he Fri ends t hen , Bl a ck Life is 
life which does no t re s t ea sy , it is restless, it 
pulses bursts t hrough wha t ever wi l l try to regulaite
sequester it-, it~ is not -vvha t universalism missed or 
what could be seen as r est i ng i n the shadows of 
enl i ght-enment-, Bl a ck Life is what a l ways exceed s and 
overshadows them , exposing their limits becaus.e they 
a re founde d on t h e i mposition of limit s , of subje cts 
gr anted subjectivity only by a cc epting ab i ding by the 
bo r ders i mpo sed ins tituted lega lized policed . Bl a ck 
Life i s beyond human*inhumarr because it troubles and 
casts a shadow of a doubt on t hose sub j ects who ha ve 
and continue to make determina tion s on what life means 
and what k ind of life ma t t ers . Bl a ck Life i s all life 
t hat ha s and cont i nues to confound t ho se separ a t ions, 
those segrega t i ons , those i mpri s onments, t ho se who 
lord over and want to ma ster own possess life, police 
life and i ts sense, meaning , va lue or confoundi ng of 
va lue . Bla ck Life is all t he life which l ays outside 
the fortific a tions an d settl ement s of sense . Bla ck 
Life i s wha t ha s and will continue to unsettle t hose 
senses which ha ve denied t h esen ses of earth and its 
many forms of life . Bl a ck Life is the histury and 
andur~nce of a l l life t ha t ha s been refused Hi story 

d . rl~~i~ra ~s 1 ife, and ye t it i s t h e only po s s i bili1t;y 
lsqua 1 1 ei or of life , for of h i s tory . Bl a ck Lifeis what 

will a l ways tresfa ss cro s s overcome border s i mpo s ed 
including t hos e which a tt empt to fix l i fe t o a pl a ce 
a person an indivi dual a prope-r and with pro perti es . 
Bl a ck Life 
Bla ck Li fe 
Bl a ck L1fe 
-13-

is life t han cannot be someozye ' s property . 
i s i:a:ap_pr.lio .pri at:q]-e.JJ it i s lit;~ . ;in 1c.o:mmon . l S every tJ Ing - rLa ~ escapes wn1~ e 1re . _ 

every form of life tha t excee ds 
overcomes the_ a tt.em t s t ·o enclose 1 · f e 



Bl a ck Life i s what ha s escaped and escapes ' thought-: 
a thought which has tried to say , write, i nscrib e' on 
ski n, on bo dies, on lives, on surfac es, on i nteriors 
what it i s to th:iink , fo r t h i s it is unthi nkable life , 
the unthought o_f and :iin life which is life i n i ts 
entirety, unenclosedy di senclo~sing life, unfolding 
life , thi s t hought can never be fully leg i ble, define
abl e , def i nitive 7 it unsettles 7 1.mworks ':tn~r i s-ness ~ 
a nyone who would a ttempt to defi n e de te rmine it will 
inevitably find themselves in the uniform of t h e poli~ 
chas ing aft er, a tt empting to apprehend what fuges , - c 
re-fuge s, re - s ists, re--fuses tha t explosive force 
germina l semi nal fugitive life-beari ng holdi ng on to 
s ome thing vege t a tive ani mating enliveni ng escaping 
t h e r egula tive command- ment s of colon i al, capita list·, 
patria rchal , hetero-sexist norma ti vi t y , ·which :Un-sist~ 
in-fu:ses in-s inua t e s, curves, bends , i n-trude s, forc e::: 
pushes s queezes its way into life, colors life a s it
discolors it self , d litscolora tion a s clean , ab- s olved 
saniti zed , disinf ected , blank sla te , bl ank sta re i n to 
a va st empt y horizon, a l and without a people, a 
p eople without a l and , a manifest destiny , dut.y , goal, 
God, Capita l, Nation, Sta te, Ra ce , Rationale-i ty , 
Coloniali ty, hav-r much and how of ten ha ve t hey r a ce-d 
their way to t he treasures and plea sures they mi s -takE 
a s wealtham:and deny to oth ers a s poverty, which is 
the poverty of a life which denies fortifies it-self 
against Bl a ck Life , quar ant ines it self agai nst life·, 
which exceed s or threa tens its terms,life sentences , 
brown , i ndigenous , open- pollina ted , queer, trans, gay , 
pl ant , miner a l, an i mal , mounta in, river, marine, 
roo-t ed , u prooted, rhi zoma tic , life afli ght-, a irborn e,. 
ba cterial, viral, so ily, dirt - y, ea rth- y , fungal, 
fire-y, wi nd- y , r a i n - y , element al, it i s a life tha t 
cannot be en circl ed , conta ined, controlled~ enslaved, 
simplified, pre dicted, discipl i ned , domest ica t ed, 
me ch n i zed , it i s what surr oQnds us , supports us, 
holds us, it i s what survive s ou~-live s any complex 
of superiority rule or reign of su r emacy no ma tter 
what cl as s ca ste commits it s genocides, t he matter-ine 
of Bla ck Life resurfa ces, re ignites as t he f ires whicr 
unfound any foundi ng , re s itua ting the -cene of t h e 
crimes u pon vvhich they erected t hei r canons and l aws , 
of i njust ice costumed s just i ce, of coersion a s 
profes s ion , of assimila t ion a s remedy reform when it: 
is wha t has and cont i nues to restitute t he i mpri son
ment an d policing of t ak i ng of oblitera ting of Bl a ck 

Life . 
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I f Bla ck Life is Ullf:l_ss i mila ble li f e, it is bec aus e it 
c a11..:no·t be reduc ed to one life , or severa l lives , or 
even a life , it i s life , no t i ti t e r ms o f se quence 
of §i J.: r e c e d i J: g _ _, or g eleva ted marke d grEu1ed · higher 
than _ , but o f a b _ which r efus es t h e ma r k ing fB., 11 a s 
you be , a s b e e - i n g , b e e c omi ng , b -in in with wh a t sur
v i v ew, live s ove r , bey ond the te rms of a s s i mila tion 
a n d t he o·nes wtro would d etermine as masters , a s owners 
as h olders of deeds , a s f ounders 1 fr2.mers , pr os ectors 
s pecul a tors, i nb.eri t ors or redeemers g.f,'+2.cts of 
viol ence whGse onl y redemrltion could Je-~;y come by and 
t hrouGh a n embra ce of b life beyond the tenns set by 
.§:.. life , which1v~he life of su:premacy , lo r d i n g , i mposing 
ac·c es~ to §i life· a s t he Gnl y po ssiibili t y for a ll life . 
And, e ife may a sk , what is t h is .§:..l i fe , it begins pre
cisely t he r e in t he posing of the question 7 who is 
asking end f o r ;vhat, to rvard what does the ' what is ' t a {te 
us , t h i s i-sol a t ing ge sture , this tea ring something 
ou t of 2- milieu·, ~- l i fe t hen belongs a lre a r to £_ world 
of t hough t s ; norms , a sswnl') tions , "la y s of appro a ch , of 
looking whose histor-y i s riddled with a t t empt :ing t:o 
de-c-ont extuali z e~, d e - s:i!tua ire,, d e-position this way 
a nd to uni~versalize· a - h i.storici ze: g enerali ze- t h is way 
a s the world, rende:rcing :iLt·self' po s iting· :ii_t-s life a s 
unquest ionable life, :ttb.sL li;fe·, a fte'r the· te·J?rns h a ve· 
a lrea dy b-e·en s et:t-le d , coloni zed , mytholo g i zed , where 
questioni n g it-s orig i ns :i! s lik e quest ion i ng ~od or the· 
or:tgin 0f Go d , its terms, l aws , p ro p erti es , ~o·l ding-s 
a ssets , t hefts ,' primitive a ccumula tions : enc l o sures of 
co-mmorr worlds , a s rea lity , a s s a cred, so cia lity a s a:gi{ 
so cial, a sum of i ndividua ls, unit-s, some a tta i ning a Jl 
h i gher va lue, me an i ng , and o thers di s posible, lesser, 
sutb l i.fe , so cia lly dead , wast-ed , waste-able, garbage 
life v e r su-s untoucha ble lif'e . I n thi s sense , even if 
jj_t d ena tures itself by s epar a ting· distingu:ishing :ii.ts~t 
from the re s t o f life , ~ life is this, very :i!nst:ii t u ting 
n a tura lizing , and r a tiGnalizing of t h i s cutting away . 

Certa i n l y , t he re hav e been other a c ts Gf levita -tiGn 
a nd eleva t i.on of 0·n e life 0'Ve r and a t - the e~pense o:rr 
d isposa l of o-thers, d estruction Gf oth e rs (in the wi d e 
e xpanse of' the hmnan en t e r prise) . And fo r man y of' us 
in t he Soci e ty such a cts of' levita tion ha ve be err knowm 
to be found i n particula r f a :Lths , syst ems of belief, 
referred to by some a s rel :iigi:ons ; a cts 0f a t tent i on , 
0bs~rvance ~o ~eparat ion , ~i ving cred i f a,Rrr :Lnd ~bte:d to 
a h 1gher pr11nClple-, a u t h GTl t~r , s a cred 8~~tefn h 1 e r a rchy 
whe t he r ch o s en by The Go d , o r so~l s piri ove r b odv 

a s sign ed a de s t i ny domi n ion ov e r , 1n borpora e d~ ~h~~ 
s ::tcr-ed word , c omma ndments , c elest i a l mathematic s~. 

- 15-



And cert a inl y under such ' f a i ths ' and i n t h eir names a 
a g r eat many de s t ructive an d violent . pro cesse s of 
impo s~t ion an d de struction of l i f e d eemed less er , 
i n cluding ea rthl y life , ha ve been per petra t ed; but 
a li f e des i gnat e s somethi ng ·· f a r gra ver . I t i s t::he 
i mpo s i tion of a celestia l ma t h and ensla v ement of , 
app r opria t io-n of h lif e a s l aws o·f g r avi ty , prin c i ples 
of reality , a s universal order, of sub j ects , of o bje c t ~ 
of f a i th a s non - f a ith , of met a ph-ysic s a s physi c s ,, of 
l aw a s the mono~oly over vio l ence , a s mono ol y over 
life , developi ng a knowl edge so di s - embo di ed s o o b j e ct~ 
i v e , i fyingm , a ssi n i ng meani ng , def i n i ng l i m±ts , 
i dent i fy i ng , engendering gender s , r a c es , cl a sses , while 
it , t h i s ~ life , thi s sup erior life , r ecedes i n t o a 
de - f aul t , de - f a cto , pu re , i nnocen t-, a - po s i t i onal 
po s i tion , ou t s i de , abov e , de t ermi n i ng wha t gets i n a nd 
wha t s below, a l i f e i s an i denti f ica t i on more~ than an 
i denti t y , an i den tif ica t ion wi t h an I, a super:Lor I ,. 
wh ich a ssigns a..Dd cla sses cti..den ti ties , r el a ting by non
r ela ting , supervi s i ng·, ordering , observ i ng·, over see i ng· 
what i t own s , possesse s , which begi n s with i t s elf , and 
expan ds f~om t he r e , ~ life po sit~ ~t ~tlfllve~vhere 
and f or t h i s i t i s out of pl a ce e~e ywM~~er it i s t h e 
gues t a t the party t ha t doesn t t reco gni ze it waa no~ 
want ed , not be caus e of who it was or wha t ±.t thought , 
but be cause it wa..Dt ed . t~ own t he par t y , it i s t he gue si 
t ha t t urned t he ho st s ~Ho gt age , mi sunder s t anding the' 
t e r ms of ho s pita l i ty of ea rth and g life , be comes h 
he r e wher e j oys of co - exi s ting and~mult iplicity of way ~ 
of cel ebr a t i ng· r evering t h :i: s :iinfinite ho s itali"PJ , a r e 
summarily r educ ed t o s a vagery primit·i v i t y ba ckwa r dne ss . 
a life i s not so much a body t ha t i nhab i t-s pl a ce , a s 
much a s it· gua r d s and k e eps wat ch over s pace , i t owns 
mor e t han i t uses , it s mai n forra of belon5 i ng i s d e
f i ne d by depriv i ng , determi ning who, wha t belongs ; t-he 
f irst pr oper ty a c qu ired by a c edmng t o §. life i s t h i s 
i nv:ii.s i bl e vi s i b i lity , thi s pol i ce ey e , and I , t h:i:!s way 
of vi s ion i ng and envi sioni ng , a s sumi ng i t r enders b 
life a thr ea t , unl ess it can be su'b j·e c t - ed , submi t =-ed 
on t he t erms of ~ life . Assumi ng or bei n g a s simila t ed 
i n to §. life , t he supr emacy of §. life i s like being 
i nie cted with an anaesthetic , lo s i n e; touch wi t h t he 
t r embli ng , the r hythm of ea rth , t h e i nf ini t e gr a t i tude 
to i t s wonder s , wh ich a re t h e abundances of a cosmo s 
of c elestia l bodi e s of whi ch each of us are a par~ and 
chan ce fo r its flouri shi ng , f loweri ng , each a we, a we 
u nbounded by pro perty and ovme-rsh i p , t hus borde r s , but 
thi s sta te of an ae sthesi a is what i s re qu i red t o t h i nk 
one , a one , wh ich can own an ather , ovvn -l i fe . 
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a life a s po ssessor consurne r of earth and all other 
l1fe , sub- life , non- l i fe , -! , i ,. 3/5 , subj ect to i t :s 
a fter- ma ths . b life i s what survive s the math and 
refuses entry- 1nt o , cannot be covered ove r resolved 
mathematicall~r (o r it would requ ire a v ery di ffe r ent
ma th ) . I f a _life a s the_life , the onl y life , a ccor ing 
it s terms is an as sumi ng , an assumpti·o·n , pr esumptlon1 
of these t erms o-f owning , appro-pria ting·, subj'ecting , 
t h a n b life is a ll tha t es capes a nd ha s escaped such 
opera tions . And if i . h -- .s es c "",p 8 , t~1. e cu ts a nd att.em]2~
i nciss i ons u pon and t h roug h life , it i s not unscathea , 
it searche-s for ref u g e·, h ea ling·, its health which :il.s 
of a nd i n e a rth, with a nd t h rough t he pai n and !:aw:ffir~ 
infl ict ed u pon it, which a l i fe h a s and continues t-0 r 
requi re fo r tts i mpo-sed reign o-f supertori ty a s objie cj;;
i vi t y , as gene r a li zed anaesth e·s i a , whe reby even t hose 
who assume it-s f unctions , gai n sighit of it s viol ence, 
c an only see _ or find p r escriptions a nd remedies to i.t-~ 
pl agues i n t he perime ters a nd par amet-ers o f i!ts sensin e 
which h a ve been dulled through cen turi e s of addi :rrg, 
subtra cting , f r a ctioning: GYff , d r aggi ng on equivoca t:Lng , 
d r eaming t h en , even emancipation i n the terms o f §:._ lif E 
of subj ects, rights, p r operttes , ind ividua lities ,. or 
p ro gress , d evelo pments , produ ctive f orc es , owni ng the 
means of pro duction a s destruction as c onsun1ption , 
a dv a ncements, i n dus tria l to·ols technolo g ies , human 
e volution and master y , a l ways a t . the expense a nd b 
abl i Vion to the rfi~~7f-iCtmu- . nec.essi ~.y of eTa su re O/ f'-:;l

0
i,.t E 

whi ch i s daterts_W~ · ~ . ffi~fleWLWhen en&LO£-W'& ,;'O"W!1:ea. 
which h a s eg r a hade ~% fJ masters . For t h i s it~ 
do e s n o·t seek entry inito the ma st·e r' s hou,se , exc e p t- a s 
the fire next time . I f it h a s been g iven an i d entity 
i n the t erms of dep r i v a tion fii'om tha t ho:use , t hen jjts 
meaning ca n neveX1 be a tta ined or even sought in t he 
t e rms of entry , other t-ha n bJ?eaki ng and ent ering . Burtt 
b life is mar ked l ess by the refu s a l o f the terms o-f · 
a · l±fe , a s it is on and through t-he a b ilities tu g ener
a te life a nd g ive meani ngs to l i fe· outside t h e peri
me ters , me a sures o-f t he '·ma ster ' s "qu a rters n ick l e s d!_tg ~ 
counts and a ccounts , r a tio-s and r a tio·n a li ties . If b · 
+,:i,};.,~ l e,..l!~cle- ~ athought a s ca J,qulation , then §:._ l i fe rema!_~ 
htt~~~~_, thus EtMfu±ffiMtM~{li1.n its ovvn t ·erms , s i~JQ 
it s conf i nes and confi ntng s , it s inca rc e r a t ions of l.i:E~ 
a re the p remi ses of t h e form of though t · associa ted V'fwt h 

&, re quired of it . It i s in t h i s way t h a t even the u~iye ;r
a nd enlight enment , a sso cia ted with.§: life , and evena JJ.f 3 
a ffe c ted by t h e emancipat pry fo rce s of b life, a re v~~ 
able to reco gn i z e their own limits, confinements , 
position alities , &pos itionings . 
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It could never thtnk itself beyond it s self and the 
essentialis· ~ ~ ~ ¥t2-Y.td have to i mpose ±0.1.- its universe 
o-f pro perty , l\ ~veR 1n ~ts most r adica ;k Virions of 
±ts eradica tion, abolition , i t woul d ;•lnen ha ve to 
remai n in the terms of~- life , perc eive itself a s 
part- of the pro gre ss-ive develo pment of ~-crf- this 
uni que f a ith to orde J? and govern' all l±fe, sub j e c it 
±t , even if in death t .o it s evidentia l a nc1 prov.i dent};~, 
mach:tnery, its economy , its regulation, :Ets polictng , 
:Lt s~ i nstrumen t aliza t i on , its coloni:za tion , iJt·s capture 
and i ncarc er a tion, even a s emancipation proclamations . 
For thi s , we a r e not f a cing anything but a r adica l 
challenge to t h i s ent ire orderi ng· comraanding of life, 
a s well a s i t-s anthro po·centerings , a l ways i mplyi ng 
wi thin such S'entrali zations of de termina tions and 
qualifica tions the ent i re h i stor;y of such de cisions, 
which rendered b life Bla8k , and §;._life, di scolored , 
bodyless , po s i tionless , angelic, an operation , a 
procedure , a bureauc-racy , a way of writing , i nscribi ng 
u pon, marking , brandi ng l i fe , legalizi n and outlawJ!ng 
life , i mprisoning it: . Pri sons , Ho spi t a ls , Universities 
a re a s mu ch vision mach i nes a s t he ;y a re engines for 
va ld!.da t i ng and i nvalida ting certa in forms of life , 
certa in forms of health and hea l i ng, certa in modes of 
lea rning and knowing , composing a matrix of power, 
of superi ority which oversees the g ener a t ion , conduct 
di sc i pl i n ing , sense , control , ends and death of l:iJfe 
to day . Abolition, Dest i tut ion , De colon i zation , 
De co mmodi f ica tion of Li fe understood a s subje ct to 
these and other institutions of regul a tion such as 
Police, and the Stat-e , t he Pro perty, the Capita l 
they se rve , protect, se cure . govern orr behalf of . 
b life is not what seeks to be cured , educa t ed or 
granted admi ssian to the· i mpr:iJsomnents and enclo suves 
of life , it i s what has escaped a nd constitutes the 
out side of t heir ou t s i des , i n thi s way i t is not 
seeki ng· libera t ion ,it can only be sought a s a sea r ch 
for dis-enclosing life, beyond t he wo rld , the ~ life, 
which destroys ·wo r lds and h l i fe . If it i s the 
suprema cy of a life which ha s to day been called i nto 
question both- by the depravit i es and violence tt rest s 
on , !3: it i s a t t he l evel of its terms , ope r a tions , 
procedures of levi t a tion and eleva tion , a s well a s its 
enlistments , co e:Pced a ssimila tions , self-identificaii~ 
imposed i dentities , genders , r a ces, cl a s se s t hat i~ ~ 
will ha ve t o be undone, unworked , di s - established . 
If the virus has opened us to dest i tut ion of such 
machinery , apparatuses , to cap ture and dest r oy R life, 
t hen how t ·o dis- i dent i fy , di s - embed , dissemble to dis
re-a ssemble to become/ inassimilable~ ungovernable . 
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LIFE I S NOT A COMMODITY 
LANGUAGE I S NOT A COl\ MODITY 
EARTH I S NOT A COIVITVIODITY\. 
HEALTH I S NOT A C01f!IVIODITI\. 
KNOWLEDGE I NOT A COMI\mDITY 
AI R I S ~ , A CO ODI TY 
YATER IS NOT A CO IVllV10DITY 
LAND I S NOT A COI\'JVIODITY 

YOUR \ ORLD IS A COil 10DITY 
YOUR MEDICI NE I S A COI:IMODITY 
YOUR HOSPITAL ADMI NISTERS COl\ lODI'rY 
YOUR TRE 'rMEN~S DRUGS CUR S Cor VIODI TY 
YOUR SCHOO LS ~·URH LEARNI NG I NTO COI\JV ODITY 
YOUR UNIVERSITIES Corv ODI TY 
YOUR WORDS BECOME CO MMODI 'ff 
YOUR NAMES COI'IillTODI TY 
YOUR F~ CES COlV' IODITY 
YOUR BODIES C01Vil10DITY 
YOUR JOYS Cor:'j~IODITY A COLO l\Jll' 
YOUR DEATHS A C01Th10DITY 
YOUR HOriiES A COWIVIODI 'rY 
YOUR TRUTH A em lODITY 
YOUR FOOD A COl\~ODITY 
YOUR PRO DUCTIO N FOR COM1\10 DITY 
YOUR DESTRUCTIO N FO R COMlVIODITY 
YOUR COLO NIES FOR cor~TIVIODITY 
YOUR ACIAL I ZATIO NS FOR COt 10DITY 
YOUR RATIO N~ Li l ATIO NS FOR COJ.VTIVIODITY 
YOUR SLAVERY FOR CO '~ODITY 
YOUR PRISO NS F'OR COl\ .ODI TY 
YOUR LAWS FOR COl\ilVIODITY 
"Y OUR J.liTUSEill~lS :B'OR COMlVIODITY 
YOUR CHURCHES FOR COlf~ODITY 
YOUR WORKSHI P F R COJ.V~IODITY 
YOUR MANY FAITHS I N COMMODITY 
YOUR REAL I TY A COIV~ODITY 
YOUR IDENTITY A COI'IIIviODITY 
YOUR VIRUS , MO E COIV11VIODITY 

BLACK LIFE IS NOT AN I DENTITY , IT orien t s a sea~ching 

/:

LACK LIFE IS NO T A COlViMODITY , IT. IS beyond. the colQ.n 
THE VIRUS I S NO T A COuilVIODITY ' IT I S A CALL TO Y 
ENLARGE THE STRIKE t AGl I N"'T THE REI GN cS>i G(5iJ(9WililLI'iTY 
BL CK LIFE CARRIES THE HI STORY OF ANE RES I STANCE TO 
THE ~fj~JffiDNON OF LI FE . THE PLANT TIO N I S 'rHE 
PARADIGM OF THE MODERN ( AS MUCH AS ru;m C 1P ) 
FASCI Sl\~dLI'8N±~¥}Y SUPREMACY GO HAND IN HAI'ID . 
THE ~~~~'NWN OF LIFE LANGUAGE EARTH IVTUST BE 
BROUGHT TO A HAL T, PROLIFERATE THE STRIKE 



Postscrip t : 
We send these thou hts in the mi ddl e , unse ttled and 
una bl e to rest , a s we fe el thi s i mrnense we i ght of 
commitments to re s toring allbeit with modi fi ca tions 
( fo r better, f or worse , f or whom? ) all the instruments 
which repr oduce vvh c,t we b.cwe called trhe vvorl d which 
e stro ~rs vrorl ds . So . e W::Lnt to clo it. 1.\Ti t _l :ma sks on , 

othe r s su ggest t hey prefer to go maskl ess 1 sin ce t h e .. 
Ln,=>~-c of iNl'li t enes s offers enou gh pr otec t i on i mmunity 
liberty s o-vere i gnt y i ndi viduall y . Some fe a r t he virus, 
so-me fe a r t he ma sk , s ome s11e cul a t e on the va ccines , 
others wan t it to come f a st, o-ther s want it to come 
s lo v, others don ' t wan t it a~-a±±1 to come a t all . 
Some w2.nt ev er rt h i n o to r eopem , seeing the effects of 

theyetl~ ~trik~ s a s a rea l threa t to the irtR~ders , an d tge~ 
begi n ~g P:g :r~mr deny or di mi nish t ha t y,.~fueven pos es Y 
t he quest ion of deat h i n their so cietie~ o¥ i rrvulnera 
bil i t 'je:!!t4:s i n c e for so lon g t h ey ha ve manage d to expose 
t o da ilJr dea t h an d viol en ce- ne c e s sarJr to uphoJ.f their , 
suppor t t he ir, freedom t o own and consume earth-~ a log-

vicaria t ynduring et1dless n i ght ma res ~e a s ' n e ce ssary' 1 

sacrifice ~~ pro longn~he dream of life a s cons~.-unpt ion 
possession disposa l pr odu ction of ga r bage a s wealth! ). 
We pro pos e to call these the ' Denia l i sts ·' i n t heir con...: 
tingent . As they sew confus ion, t hey a re opportQni s tic 
god , economy , ca pital, work , ±~ee~~;y: free dom, righ ts 
ch ildren, na tiona l i n t er est , xeno phobia a l l can be 
part of the script to expose more and moreRjl·ommuni ties 
to t heir Br and o ~ ~0SQ is2~ Su~vival/Succes s of the ~~t~ 
For t he T:J?imiihe·J?8f c-8-i5~iar1:f~fl- f:£Y their contingen-t s · 
ye-tt a~e a dangg.rous communi ·cable virus i s in our mi dst , 
they will question seek remedies commensura te to their 
proc edures of truth, i sola ting , corneri ng t he virus 
into one meaning for whi ch their measures will be the 
only cure, technical solutions full of prede termina ti_gr. 
premedita tions evisc er a t i ng t he politi cal que st ions 
vvhich the curr ent u pri s i ngs and insurgencies f or Bl a ck 
Life i n a pro-found way bri ng to t he fo re, surfa ce, 
quest ions which ru1.settle Euro-Arnerican - We s t e r n-!.iber a l
\!>fhi t e f anta sies of i mmunity from the dea t h which their 
obj ectific a tions , re gi mes of truth , sett-l emen ts of 
1\!i:l!!e:knowl edge , enclo sures of sense , fia veimpr i soni ngs of 
life ha ve produced a nd re s ted u _on , a Fascism of s_~ci~ 
police bureau crats resea rchers just do i ng their jobs1~~ 
re~orting the f a ct s neve r able to quest ion th~ t~fis 
wh1ch 1pu s t remai n unau es t · . bl ,rc;nd a re r~c1selyv . 

T!{E) E 1J/1 ~:: NO! SOtL·LY TIII/TJ-1 PI?OCE!JV/("t'S - T!-1~?~7 _ef what OUr VlY'US, thiS 
;>/lo'-f:;,OI./(UU v.l' l-l f(H GpvE/11\/ L !Ft:' . 11 · t · 

~o~h seek ~o pre se rve t heir 1v1rus ca s 1n o question . 
orde rs borderings (of our worlds1 . we pro po s e t o 
fo undings lnst i 'tU.t ings . - 2 2- destitute t hem ! 
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hat t he Virt:ts 

drenders visibl 
an .bl sen s1 . .J,:. 

nCJI l:IJ 

ely. t h e . +. 
1n""C"ons1~cl~· 

the,, proc edures 
operations 

i ms of trt:tth 
oday but more 

sta rkl y , the strt:tctured 
negligence and viol ence 
such reg i mes of truth 

, requi re from and 
' p r oduce 
toward 
ife And increasingl y , 

be come proceduTes 
govern life toward 

which 

ea rthl y de struction . How to extri cate 
our communiti es from reproduc i ng ' such regime 
of trt:tth 

of the governan c e 
\ of / over 
\ ife? 
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